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TECH GLITCHES
AND MERIT
VIOLATIONS MAR
NIT ADMISSIONS

Vanita Srivastava
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The admissions to the
National Institutes o

* (NITs) have been mired by large-
scale merit violations and tech
glitches this year.

After ‘false’ seat allotments to
more than one lakh students due
totech glitch, the admission body
had to roll back its second upgra-
dation list on Monday after large
scale merit violations surfaced.

The counseling for NIT seats
is being done by the Central Seat
Allocation Board (CSAB). There
are nearly 20,000 seats for 30
NITs.

“Yes we have noticed large-
scale merit violations and have
therefore decided to roll back
the second upgradation list
announced on Monday. We have
also decided to have a third round
of seat allotment. We had actu-
ally not anticipated the degree
to which merit violations could
happen,” Prof Sunil Kr Sarangi,
chairman, CSAB 2013, said.

The violations happened since
anupgradation of seats was done
to minimise vacancies but, in the
process, some got advantage over
others, he said.

Earlier, more than one lakh
students were on July 18 ‘wrongly’
allotted mechanical engineering
branch at NIT Patna against the
93 seats actually available.

The error was noticed in an
hour and corrected. Soon after,
the chairman tendered an apol-
ogy on the official website for
the faulty allotments. This was

Admitting that errors had
occurred during NIT counsel-
mg. Samngl said: “Till last year,

fmmtheNIC 'I‘hlsyeartom
vacancies, there was a plan to
have a common counsellmg for
IIT and NIT with
support of CDAC.”

JON'T CALL
UP WARDS

REQUENTLY, IIT-K
TELLS PARENTS

HT Correspondent
® htcitykanpur@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: After asking B Tech
(first year) students not to
use their personal laptops in
the institute, the II'T Kanpur
administration has come up
with another word of advice
-- this time for the parents.

The director of the premier
institute Dr Indranil Manna,
during an interaction with par-
ents on Monday, advised them
not to make frequent calls to
their wards and avoid discuss-
ing family problems with them.

This, he said, was to allow
the students to focus on their
studies and nothing else.

“Besides, the parents should
not pressurise their wards for
achieving higher grades, as this
often puts extra burden on them
and this, in turn, leads to depres-
sion,” he said.

He also allayed the fear of
some parents about the place-
ment scenario and said the insti-
tute was way ahead then some
other institutions.

He also had some words of
wisdom for the new batch of B
Tech students.

“Students should not hesitate
in sharing their problems, even
petty ones, with their colleagues
and even teachers. They should
not feel aloof during their stay
at the institute,” he said.

In case of any difficulty in
coping up with the teaching of a
particular subject, or any other
issue, they should discuss it with
the members of the counselling
cel. ~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
He also told the students to
be disciplined and focused on

their goals.

During the interaction, head
of counselling cell Dr Mukesh
Sharma urged the students to
attend personality development
courses at the institute for their

overall growth.
He also said in order to
reduce home sickness syn-
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drome among the students who
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President asks HRD

ministry to fill vacancies

There is a shortage of faculty to the extent,of 38 per cent in 43 central
universities managed by the ministry of Human Resource Development_ -

ing note that there were
 nearly 38 per cent teaching
vacancies in central universi-

ties, President Pranab Mukheqee has
asked the HRD ministry to fill the
positions with the best of faculties.
"We are having 43 central universi-
ties managed by the ministry of Hu-
man  Resource  Development
(HRD)...I find there is a shortage of
faculty to the extent of 38 per cent in
these universities.

I have requested the HRD minis-
ter to take expeditious steps in filling
the vacancies. We require quality
teachers and we must provide incen-
tives, so that bright students join the
teaching profession," Mukherjee said
while speaking at a convocation cer-
emony recen
. Thereisa ltwlzed to use

faculties could be taken to remote ar-
eas through electronic technology.
He also said, at a time of fierce com-
petition, innovation has to be en-
couraged and that there was a need
ical inf

while

V to the
3 henof

expand the physical
related o education and also raise its

quality. The President noted that in
a recent survey conducted by an
agency, none of the country's top ed-
ucational institutions figured among
the world's top 200.

This was not always the case and
at one time Indian universities like
Takshshila and Nalanda attracted
scholars from around the world,
Mukherjee said. "History has shown
that how nations have risen from ash-
es, from mediocrity, from clutches of

ent on the foundation

~ underdevelopm:
. ofastrong knowledge system. In con-

ECONOMIC
GROWTH DEPENDS
ON A SUCCESSFUL
MOBILISATION OF
THE KNOWLEDGE
ECONOMY, HE SAID

P-7

.‘ * temporary times marked by techno-

logical and economic advancement,
kn: is an important channel
for shaping the destiny of nations,"
he said.

"Economic growth depends on a
successful mobilisation of the knowl-
edge economy, which in turn has its
basis in a robust education system,"

*he added. Addressing the students

who had graduated, Mukherjee said,

have for the first time come to
livein a hostel, the institute had
proposed to adjust two students
in a room so that they could
share their feelings.

to bring such degradation of values
to an immediate halt. Our institutes,
beginning from schools, must act as
guides in meeting the contemporary

moral challenges," he added.
Mukherjee said India today stands
at "the cusp of greatness" where there
were challenges but also enormous

opportunmes ahead.

"Science and technology is duly
recognised as the vehicle to take In-
dia into the front ranks

the nation had invest- :
ed in them, but did not m of the nations of the

want big sacrifices in re-
turn.

The nation only asks
you to understand your |
duties and responsibilities -
well, he said.

Earlier, while comment-
ing on the spurt in crimes *
against women at another con-
vocation ceremony, he had said that
these incidents had shaken the col-
lective conscience of the nation and
educational institutes should act to

"The recent increase in cases oﬂ:m-
tal assault on women and children has
haken the collective conscience of
our nation. These unfortunate inci-
dents call for effective measures to en-
sure their safety and security,”
Mukherjee said.
"It also highlights the need for us

technical

our progress”. The Pres-
| | ident also said the coun-
'/ try has a growing young

population and within a
decade it was likely to have
the largest workforce in

the world. This demo-
graphic transformation must
be leveraged by us by expanding tech-
nical education in the country, he said.
He, however, said "the higher ed-
ucation sector in India today does not
have enough good quality institutions
to meet the growing aspirations of our
youth".

"Along with measures to increase
quantity, the drive to enhance the qual-
ity of education should engage the at-
tention of our policy makers,"
Mukherjee said.
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